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herewith (or previously mailed) a Notice of ^Howanc^PTO km 2 o,h f ^ C ^ OSED In thls apportion. If not included 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRAN™ OF PATENT ^^^TT^^^ will be mailed in due course. THIS 
of the Office or upon petition bylhe applicant 11 ^7 ff™Ii11!^ipS B 1 3g " ' ^ * ^ * * e initiative 

1 . This communication is responsive to the paper filed July 1. 2004 

2. [X] The allowed claim(s) is/are 12. 14-18.24-42.50.51 and 53-fift 

3. E| The drawings filed on 31 August 2000 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f) 

a)DAII b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

6. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

° P^TuomTd^^ 3ttaChed EXami " er ' S Amendment ' C ° mment ° r " the ° ffiCe 3Cti0n of 
Identifying indicia such as the application number ^pp ^7 pfp 1 im/.w „u„. u 

each sheet. Rep.acemen, sheet^shou.d K£S ^hTthe SIS^^^JS^ the < not the «""*> " 

7. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deoosit of BIOL nnir ai matpdiai * u u 
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1. Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. 13 Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No./Mail Date 6-7-04 
4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 
of Biological Material 



5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6. E Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

7. K Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. □ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other . 
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1 • Claims 12, 24, 3 1 and 38 are directed to an allowable product. Pursuant to the 
procedures set forth in the Official Gazette notice dated March 26, 1996 (1 184 O.G. 86), claims 
1 8, 30, 37 and 42-49, directed to the process of making or using the patentable product, 
previously withdrawn from consideration as a result of a restriction requirement, are now subject 
to being rejoined. Process claims 18, 30, 37 and 42 are hereby rejoined and fully examined for 
patentability under 37 CFR 1.104. In accordance with the Official Gazette notice, supra, process 
claims 43-49, which do not depend from or otherwise include all the limitations of the allowable 
product, have NOT been rejoined. 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Paul Stone on November 1, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 



Claims 43-49 have been cancelled as non-elected claims with traverse. 



3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The cited art relates to samplers having bellows. . 

■ in ?, U ! ry ^ oncemin S this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Arlen Soderquist whose current telephone number is (571) 272- 
1265 as a result of the examiner moving to the new USPTO location. The examiner's schedule 

Z^fZT hours of about 5:30 *" to about 5:00 PM on Mond ^ ^ Th -t 

(571) 27^70? TIT/ T bCr f ° r8 ^ zation t0 which thi * ^cation is assigned is 
ii ^ (703) ^872-9306 ? * ^ for ^ applicati ° n ° r P roceedin S 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published appLtions 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unshed 
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applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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